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Examen fisychologique des animaux. Par P. Hachet-Souplet. Paris, 

Schleicher freres, 1900. — pp. xvi, 163. 

Various methods have been employed in the study of the animal mind : 
the watching of the creature in its natural surroundings, the close observa- 
tion of the young animal in captivity, the performance of set experiments 
upon animals in the laboratory. M. Hachet-Souplet, in the present 
volume, seeks to base an animal psychology upon the results of training, 
dressage. " Le dressage savant commence quand on arrive a faire exe- 
cuter aux animaux des actes qu'ils n'executent pas ordinairement a l'6tat 
libre. . . . C'est. ... en deVeloppant leurs aptitudes et en les dirigeant 
dans un sens particulier qu'on fait executer aux betes, au commandement 
de la voix et du geste, des mouvements qui ne leur sont pas familiers et 
qu'en fin de compte on les dresse." The author classifies animals into 
three groups, as those which cannot be trained (excitability), those which 
can be trained by coercion (instinct), and those which can be trained by 
persuasion (intelligence). There can be no doubt that his method carries 
him a certain distance, and that it is of a certain limited value to the animal 
psychologist. More than that can hardly be admitted. In particular, M. 
Hachet-Souplet' s attempt at a detailed classification of the animal kingdom 
in terms of mental faculty as revealed by dressage is every whit as barren 
as the similar attempt made by the late ' ' Sir G. Romanes. ' ' 

E. B. T. 

Pascal. By Ad. Hatzfeld. (Les grands philosophes.) Felix Alcan, 

Paris, 1901. — pp. xii, 291. 

This work, which follows the same plan as the preceding volumes of the 
series, is one of much value. It gains an additional interest from the fact 
that it is the last work from the author's hand before his death in October, 
1900. 

The purpose of M. Hatzfeld, as stated in his introduction, is to present 
the character and doctrines of Pascal with truth and completeness, and 
thus to correct, if possible, the false conceptions of the man and his work 
due to acquaintance with only a part of his writings and certain facts of his 
life. To accomplish this purpose, the author seeks first to draw a true 
portrait of Pascal the genius, the man of science, the religionist, following 
his life year by year by the aid of his correspondence, his writings, and the 
testimony of his friends and acquaintances. He then takes up Pascal's 
work as a scientific thinker, a polemist and an apologist. 

In following out this plan, M. Hatzfeld has devoted the first division, or 
one fourth of his book, to a " psychological biography ' ' of Pascal. This 
part of the work gives evidence of painstaking research and unprejudiced, 
but sympathetic, interpretation. It is a history of Pascal's intellectual and 
moral life, the development of his ideas and beliefs, and the struggles he 
passed through in behalf of his beliefs. In a word, it is the portrait of the 
man in order to make clearer the doctrine of the thinker. 
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Preliminary to his discussion of Pascal's works, the author has discussed 
in the second division of his book a matter of fundamental importance, 
namely, his doctrine of the possibility of certitude and the means by which 
it may be attained. This doctrine, says M. Hatzfeld, underlies all of 
Pascal's thinking ; it constitutes his chief claim to originality and, indeed, 
his title to be termed a philosopher. Pascal's insistence on the antinomies 
of the reason has led many critics to classify him as a sceptic and a pessi- 
mist. This is most unjust, M. Hatzfeld maintains, since Pascal finds a 
solution of the antinomies in an attitude of will. When intellectual certi- 
tude fails, there is possible a moral certitude based upon experience in 
action. This is not a blind sentiment ; it is not a triumph of faith over 
reason : it is rather a direct and victorious contact with truth, " a syn- 
thetic and living intuition, in the face of which the difficulties of the specu- 
lative order vanish as a dream." It may be questioned whether this doc- 
trine can be said to be original with Pascal. M. Hatzfeld guards his 
statement somewhat, to be sure (p. 275) ; yet he seems to claim too much 
both for the originality of the doctrine and for the use made of it. 

The third division of the book was entrusted by the author to a compe- 
tent collaborator, M. Perrier. It is a most valuable and complete exposi- 
tion of Pascal' s contribution to physical and mathematical science. 

The last division, which treats of Pascal's religious conceptions and his 
apologetics, brings to view that aspect of his thought which is best known 
to most readers ; but so thorough has been the author's research, and so 
fresh is his manner of treatment, that one reads with unflagging interest and 
with profit to the end. 

The value of the book is much enhanced by the addition of a chro- 
nological table of Pascal's principal works, another of his minor works, a 
list of both complete and partial editions, and a classified list of works on 
Pascal or on some phase of his thought. Vida F. Moore. 

Nietzsche als Philosoph. Von Hans Vaihinger. Zweite durchgesehene 
Auflage. Berlin, Verlag von Reuther & Reichard, 1902. — pp. 105. 

In the history of the influence of different systems of philosophy, one is 
often at a loss to discover the reasons for their varying popularity. Why 
should a system gain attention here and be ignored there ? Why should 
a philosopher be well known in France and unmentioned in England or 
vice versa f Many such problems lie ready for the curious, but none of 
them is more difficult to solve than that of the fate of Nietzsche's philosophy 
to-day in the different countries of Europe and in America. In Germany, 
in France, in Italy, Nietzsche is praised and imitated, denounced, and even 
critically studied. More attention is devoted to his writings than to those 
of any other philosopher. He is the fashion, and, more than that, he is 
recognized by serious students as the representative and advocate of a 
strong tendency of modern thought. In England and America, on the 
other hand, one hears little of him. Directly after his death a few brief 



